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PFI ZER AFFI RMS CELEBREX SAFETY

NEW YORK, Septenber 30 -- In response to Merck & Co.’s
announcenent today of the worldw de withdrawal of its COX-2
medi ci ne Vi oxx, Pfizer Inc issued the follow ng statenent:

Over 27 mllion patients in the United States have been
prescri bed Cel ebrex (cel ecoxi b), which was approved by the U S
Food and Drug Admi nistration in 1998.

“Pfizer is confident in the |ong-term cardi ovascul ar safety of
Cel ebrex,” said Dr. Joe Feczko, Pfizer’s president of worldw de
devel opnent.

In a recent FDA-sponsored study of 1.4 mllion patients, those
who recei ved Cel ebrex denponstrated no i ncreased risk of cardi ac

events.

“Patients taking COX-2 inhibitors may be confused and shoul d
speak with their doctors,” Dr. Feczko said. “Because of its
out standi ng long-termsafety profile and broad indication base
i ncluding osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis and acute pain,
Cel ebrex is an appropriate treatnent alternative.”

Cel ebrex was the first COX-2 inhibitor, a class of nedicine
designed to relieve pain without the serious gastrointestina

side effects associated with ol der non-steroidal anti-

- nor e-
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i nfl ammat ory nedi cines. In 2001, Pfizer introduced Bextra
(val decoxib), its second COX2 inhibitor, for use in
osteoarthritis and rheunmatoid arthritis. Bextra s cardi ovascul ar
safety profile is also well established in |ong-termstudies.

Data show that since the introduction of COX-2 inhibitors, the
rate of hospitalizations for gastrointestinal events associ ated

with long-termarthritis treatnent has declined significantly.
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